
1

Lone Parents and Poverty: A Swedish Perspective

Kenneth Nelson
kennethn@sofi.su.se

Swedish Institute for Social Research
Stockholm University

Institute for Future Studies 
Stockholm



2

Childhood Youth Family Empty Nest Old Age

Poverty
High

Poverty
Low



3

0.0

2.0

4.0

6.0

8.0

10.0

12.0

14.0

16.0

18.0

Sweden Canada OECD Average

Total Population
Elderly
Children

Poverty (%)

Source: LIS.



4

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

60.0

Sweden Canada OECD Average

Total Population
Elderly
Children
Two Parent
Lone Mother

Poverty (%)

Source: LIS.



5

AUS

BEL

CAN

CZE

DEN

FIN

FRA

GER

GRE

HUN

IRE

ITA

KOR

LUX

MEX

NET

NOR

POL

SLO

SPA

SWE

SWI

UK

USA

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Poverty (%)

Lo
ne

 P
ar

en
t

Total Population
Source: LIS.



6

The Three Pillars of the Swedish Welfare State

• Social Protection

• Labour Market

• Education
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The Swedish Model
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The Swedish Model

Social Policy: Emphasis on Full Coverage and Generosity
Dual Earner Family Policy
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The Swedish Model

Social Policy: Emphasis on Full Coverage and Generosity
Dual Earner Family Policy

Labour Market: Tradition of full Employment policy
Active Labour Market Policy
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The Swedish Model

Social Policy: Emphasis on Full Coverage and Generosity
Dual Earner Family Policy

Labour Market: Tradition of Full Employment Policy
Active Labour Market Policy

Education: From Child-Care to Life-Long Education
Universal Access and Free of Charge
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In the Area of Child Support there is a Transition from
Universal child Benefits to Selective Fiscal Benefits

Selective
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Do Fiscal Benefits Provide Higher Levels of Child 
Support than Universal child benefits?
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Social Policy and Redistribution

Two issues often at stake:

• Universalism versus selectivity

• Earnings-related benefits versus minimum income standards 
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Do Selective Benefits Reduce Poverty More
Effectively than universal benefits?

Means-Tested 
Benefits

Universal Benefits

Sweden 81%
Poverty Reduction

Germany 73%
Poverty Reduction

Canada 51%
Poverty Reduction
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Thanks for listening
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