
BIOGRAPHY: Gavin Mooney 

Gavin Mooney is based in Western Australia. He is an internationally recognised health 

economist and in 2009 was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by the University of Cape Town 

as ‘one of the founding fathers of health economics’. In addition to his UNSW position, he 

holds professorial positions at the University of Sydney, the University of Cape Town and 

Aarhus University (Denmark) and the University of Southern Denmark.   

Gavin has worked as a health economist for nearly 40 years, first in the UK, then Denmark 

and now Australia. He has well over 200 publications in health economics, including more 

than 20 books and has lectured in over 30 countries. In 2009 he published Challenging Health 

Economics with OUP which argues for a more community based paradigm for health 

economics. Last year he wrote an e-book on Citizens’ Juries (www.gavinmooney.com). He is 

currently writing for Zed Books a book on the political economy of health. 

Gavin has been an adviser for WHO and OECD and for various governments and health 

departments. He is a regular commentator in the media on health care issues and is a 

frequent keynote speaker at health conferences. His main interests within health economics 

are political economy, equity and ethics.  

 

C urrent res earch interes ts  include equity in health care and especially Aboriginal health; the 

social determinants of health, especially poverty and inequality; neoliberalism and health; the 

political economy of health; and a new communitarian paradigm for health economics. 

 
Other Ac tivities   

Gavin has facilitated 10 citizens’ juries in health care in Australia and is an advocate for 

bringing the informed voice of the citizen to bear on health care values. 

He is a regular visitor to the University of Cape Town where he mentors staff and students 

particularly in writing and publishing.  

He has recently edited a mini series on ‘public health 10 years on from 9/11’.   

 

 

R ecent P ublications   

B ooks 

The Economics of Health Equity (edited with Di McIntyre) Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 
October 2007.   

Challenging Health Economics, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2009.                                 A 
Handbook on Citizens’ Juries, 2010. 

 

C ontributions  to books 

“Why this book?” (with Di McIntyre) In: The Economics of Health Equity, eds. Di McIntyre and Gavin 
Mooney, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2007. 

http://www.gavinmooney.com/�


“Equity in the context of diversity of culture and diversity of economic systems.” In: McIntyre and 
Mooney, op.cit. 2007. 

“Where now with equity?” (with Di McIntyre). In: McIntyre and Mooney, op cit. 2007. 

“Employment and welfare” (with MM Walter). In:  Social Determinants of Indigenous Health, eds, B 
Carson et al, Allen and Unwin, St Leonards, 2007.   

“Involving communities in decision making.” In: Managing clinical processes in the health service 
Eds. R Sorenson and R Idema. Sydney: Elsevier, August 2008. 

“Health economics.” In: M. Clinton (ed), Management In The Australian Health Care Industry 3rd 
Edition. Frenchs Forest:  Pearson Education Australia (Prentice Hall), 2009. 

 

J ournal articles   
(note: mous e over certain titles  for links  to NC B I abstracts ) 

“The MESH approach: strengthening public health systems for the MDGs” (with Steve Thomas and 
Sandi Mbatsha. Health Policy 83(2-3), 2007:180-5. 

“Equity in health care and institutional trust: a communitarian view” (with Shane Houston). Reports in 
Public Health, March 2007. 

“How can public health deal with the problems of neo-liberalism? A response to ‘The scope, mission 
and method of contemporary public health’”. Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health 31, 
6, 2007: 509-510. 

“Economic evaluation of prevention: we need to do better but first we need to sort out what the good 
is.” International Journal of Public Health 52, 6: 339-340. 

“Issues in the measurement of social determinants of health” (with NG Fohtung). Health Information 
Management Journal 37, 3, 2008: 26-32. 

“The people principle in Australian health care,” Medical Journal of Australia, 189, 3, 2008: 171-172.  

“Closing the 17 year gap means opening not just the Treasury coffers but our hearts” (editorial). 
Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health 32, 3, 2008: 205-206.   

“South Africa: a 21st century apartheid in health and health care?” (with Di McIntyre). Medical Journal 
of Australia 189(11-12), 2008: 637-40. 

“Is it not time for health economists to rethink equity and access?” Health Economics, Policy and 
Law, 4, 2009: 209-21.                                                

“The economic situation in South Africa and health inequities” (with Lucy Gilson). The Lancet 
374(9693) Sept. 12, 2009: 858-9. 

“Whither health economics?” (with Di McIntyre). Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health 
33(4), Aug 2009: 305-6. 

“Alcohol taxation policy in Australia: public health imperatives for action” (comment). Medical Journal 
of Australia 190(12), 2009: 714-5.  

“The global financial meltdown and the need for a political economy of health promotion” (with John 
Ataguba). Health Promotion Journal of Australia, 20(1), 2009: 3-4. 

“Prevention before profits: a levy on food and alcohol advertising” (with Todd Harper). Medical 
Journal of Australia 192(7), 2010: 400-2.                                 

“A communitarian approach to public health” (with John Ataguba). Health Care Analysis, 2010 Mar 
31. [Epub ahead of print]                                            

“Equity and efficiency in HIV-treatment in South Africa: the contribution of mathematical programming 
to priority setting” (with Sue Cleary and Di McIntyre). Health Economics. 19(10), 2010:1166-80.  
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